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in the Alps, such as the so-calfed “Archiland-
scapes’, Two of them were planned in Valais
in Switzerland - one in Zermatt at a height of
2.200 metres and hullt vertically into the side
of @ mouniain, The family botel Bella Vista at
the foot of the Stelvio FPass has already been
given & preliminary certiication by the Casa-
Clirna agency for its environmentaftly friandly
design, In all these projects, wood is a funda-
mental component, even in the interior.
Goethe once said that we take hold of things
with our eves and see with our hands, Wood
can be used o advantage to both a large and
& small scale because it [s multi-tactile: it talls
LS & Jot about its genesis; it reveals its age, s
wounds, s twists and deflections, but also

its durability and resistance - wonderful qual-
ties for is use in the realm of desian.
in Japan, for example, ancient “water houses”
in eucalyptus stilf exist. As soon ag the wood
comes in comtact with water, it gives off an n-
credible aroma,
Wood appeals to all the sensas and is the
matenal we use al every fevel of our work.
For the Rapse! company i1 ltaly, we devel-
oped a process for making a wooden bath-
b that is resistant to water, The wood is
riedt in a number of stages and then cul,
shaped and assembled in a spacial process.
Down (o the plug, the bath is made of larch,
The design concentrates on essential fea-
tures, harmoniously uniting the form of the

object and the grain of the wood (ift. 10}, i
bagro che non ¢'é”, (the invisible bath), also
created for Rapsel, consists wholly of wood
as well. Both models have been awarded a
number of dasign prizes, which goes to show
vat again that people desire matsrials that
have a tigh-touch rather than a high-tech
qrality.

For the Zwiling company, we dasigned a
knife i which wood and heavy-duly steef are
combined; the technology is concealed, The
arl of an object fes in the surface Ireatment.
At this year's furniture fair in Milan, for exam-
ple, we presented the table “Briccole Vens-
zia"” for the lalian manufacturer R1920. The
table 1s made from wooden planks found in
the lagoon of Venice (. 9). The Arba series
of tarmps designed for Belux meels modarn
needs in terms of sustainabiity and energy
saving. Made of maple, the lamps generate
a sense of intimacy, filtering the light in a har-
monfous way o create a strong, yet warm
and comforable source of lumination.

In what dirgction will iftungs qo from here? in
respaonse to socio-economic constraints and
the nesds of the envircniment, the key word
can only be “sustainability”. The “zera kilo-
metres" principle unites ethics and aesthetics
and gives the architect the additional respon-
aibifities of a ife-cyele manager who opts not
for an expressive formal language or a high
recogrnifion value, but for respect — respect
for the particular focation where a building is
to be erected, or respect for a brand name
for which a product is designed.

At tRis paint, § shnled ke te racall the eminent
Mtaitan writer ltalo Calvino. In fis unfinishedt
boak "Six Memos far the Next Millennium”,
he recommended the qualities of lightness,
quickness, exactiiudes, visibilty and multihic-
tv. The sixth value — and the iitle of the con-
cluding talk he was to give, but which could
not take place because of his death — was
consistency. Applied to wood as a building
rmaterial, this must mean Jong-term technical
and aesthetic viability. Tradition and innova-
tion, authenticity and ethics are concepts that
accompany me in my work and will continue
o do so in the fulure — prefarably in conjuna-
tian with wood, of course.





