	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

"History for the Future"
in the Thun Family

Origins
The origins of the Thun family lie in Val di Non (Trentino region, Italy) – an area once known as the Ton
th
th
parish – with roots going back to the 9 century. By the 13 century the Thun family had already gained its
reputation and influence, thanks to its diplomacy, long-sighted marriage politics and various
enfeoffments. In 1495 the Thun properties were proclaimed county of the empire. In 1628 the family was
th
given the Hohenstein title and on 9 July 1911 its proclamation as a principality through Emperor Franz
Joseph I signalled the climax of the family’s ascendency.
Throughout its history the family has produced several protagonists in the political, military, religious and
cultural realms. Today, Thun-Hohenstein is one of the most ancient noble families in Europe.

Properties
The family's main and original castle, Castel Thun (see image above), is situated on a hill near the village
Vigo di Ton and Mount Non. It is an extraordinary example of a manor house and has been inhabited by
the same family from its construction in the Middle Ages until today. For 700 years this impressive gothic

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
building was the property of the Thun family. It was then handed over to the autonomous Trento Province
in 1992.
In April 2010, after a long period of renovation work, the castle was opened to the public. It includes a
magnificent palace containing art gathered over the centuries, a library, a garden and fortifications.
th

From the 12 century onwards, the Thun family also acquired several other castles, palaces and territories
in the Italian Val di Non, the historic Tirol area in the provinces of Bolzano and Trento, and in localities all
the way from Austria to Bohemia.

Guidobald: A Builder for the Future
A dozen bishops came from the Thun family, including Guidobald from Salzburg, who was princearchbishop between 1654 to 1668. According to his privy and chamber counsellor, he was a scholarly,
acute, magnanimous, fair, clement and generous person. After the Thirty Years War he sought peace in
Salzburg, reduced taxes and committed himself to the creation of a medical faculty at the local university.
A typical prince of the Baroque period, Guidobald shaped the townscape by investing in construction
work in Salisbury. The Salzburg Cathedral was completed under his governance, with dungeons, arches
and a façade. His influence can be seen all over Salzburg, for example at the renowned Residenz fountain,
which he commissioned, the winter riding-school and the Cathedral Square, designed according to his
requests. He also commissioned an art gallery to be housed within the new residence at St. Peter’s Abbey.

Leopold Thun during the pre-March Era: A Politician for the Future
Leo Graf von Thun und Hohenstein (1811-1888) was a politician and author and is considered one of the
inventors of political Catholicism. In 1849, he became the Austrian Minister for “Culture and Education”.
During his long-lasting ministry he reformed the Austrian education system, making Austrian universities
autonomous and reorganizing the Academy of Sciences in Vienna.
His political views on education were characterized by tolerance. Scientists of both Evangelic and Hebrew
religions were permitted to teach at the universities and renowned foreign savants came to the country.

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Thanks to his efforts, the Evangelic-Theological Institute became a faculty and the Austrian Institute for
Historical Studies was transformed into a modern educational establishment.

Parents Otmar and Lene with their son Peter Thun:
An Enterprise for the Future
In 1950, Count Otmar Thun and his wife Lene founded a small ceramic studio at Castle Klebenstein in
Bolzano, South Tyrol, conducting their business with great passion and the support of two collaborators.
In 1965, to satisfy increasing demand, the company moved to an old manor with landmark status. By then
it had more than 40 craftsmen and employees.
An important step was made towards the future when, in 1978, Lene and Otmar Thun handed the
company over to their 23 year-old son Peter, who led it with vigour and energy.
Through organic growth and growth through acquisition, the company was transformed into what it is
today: an international enterprise with sites in Germany and China as well as internationally-located
flagship stores managed within a franchising network. The product range is updated continuously, while
company and product communication is provided with innovative tools, in correspondence with the latest
trends.
In 2008 the "Gräfin Lene Thun Stiftung" foundation was set up to honour the heritage of Lady Lene Thun.
It supports her philosophy on creativity and passion for pottery and craftsmanship.
th
In 2010 the company celebrated its 60 anniversary with events held in all Thun stores and in Bolzano.
The new concept store, Il Salotto della Contessa – an exclusive environment containing the company's
most beautiful creations for women – was also inaugurated.
In 2011 the company launched the initiative "Thun per l’arte in Italia", aimed at protecting Italy's artistic
heritage.

	
  

	
  

