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MATTEO THUN + ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ DESIGN FIRST FACTORY STORE
IN ZWILLING J.A. HENCKELS’ CHINA HEADQUARTERS

Having an in-depth knowledge of the company’s philosophy Matteo Thun 
+ Antonio Rodriguez have been chosen for the interior design of several of 
their boutique stores throughout China and their first factory store close 
to Shanghai, at ZWILLING’s Chinese headquarters. The concept of the 
Shanghai factory store is a further step based on already existing boutique 
stores. The challenge for the design of the new store was to create a brand 
walkthrough experience – from the company’s history and core values to a 
direct experience of its products.

ZWILLING J.A. HENCKELS, the renowned German brand for kitchen ware, distributes globally 
and produces mainly in Germany and in its own factories in Shanghai. Since 2005 Matteo Thun 
+ Antonio Rodriguez designed diverse series of knives, flatware and other kitchen tools for 
ZWILLING. 
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PRODUCTS
DISPLAY

SERVICE CENTRE

COOKING
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With an overall surface of 450 sqm the factory store hosts a retail area and 
a cooking school on two floors. Characterized by a linear layout the store 
becomes both: an exposition of  ZWILLINGs heritage and a pure presentation 
of the full range of kitchen tools, knives and flatware. A gallery of historical 
company pictures, pieces from the ancient factories, red marble surfaces 
and a brick wall inspired by ZWILLING’s ancient headquarters in Germany 
emphasize the company’s heritage. Wooden walls, in a contemporary 
interpretation of traditional Chinese ornaments, separate the retail area 
from the exhibition of historical elements while creating a bridge between 
the German and Chinese culture.

The display for the ZWILLING products has been purposely designed and 
built with natural and neutral materials to communicate the brand products 
best. Warm and natural materials such as smoked oiled oak wood, warm 
grey colors and concrete together with muted lighting create a welcoming 
and enjoyable atmosphere.

In the service-center, adjacent to the retail area, specialists are working 
on ZWILLING’s products with re-styled traditional industrial machines – 
offering a full reparation and cleaning service for all ZWILLING products.

Wooden stairs give access to the second floor hosting the cooking school 
with a dining area. The long marble cooking counter allows chefs and 
clients to personally experience the whole range of ZWILLING products. A 
high glass wall visually connects first and second floor.

ZWILLING FACTORY STORE
679 Chang Lin Road  •  Shanghai 201112 P.R. China
中国上海市闵行区浦江工业园区昌林路 679号  •  201112
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Matteo Thun, architect and designer, was born in Bolzano in 1952. 
He studied at the Salzburg Academy with Oskar Kokoschka and at 
the University of Florence. After meeting Ettore Sottsass, he became 
a cofounder of the 'Memphis' group in Milan and was a partner at 
Sottsass Associati from 1980 to 1984. He was a professor of design at 
the University of Applied Arts in Vienna (Hochschule für Angewandte 
Kunst, Wien) from 1983 to 2000. In 1984 he opened his own studio 
in Milan and became the Art Director for Swatch from 1990 to 1993. 
An encounter with Luca Colombo and Antonio Rodriguez led to the 
founding of Matteo Thun & Partners in 2001, which was later organized 
into the companies MTLC, MTD-R and MTD-R China. The different 
creative entities develop projects in the fields of architecture, interior 
design and product design. The companies employ around seventy 
professionals, including architects, designers and graphic designers.

Born and raised in Spain, Antonio Rodriguez studies in Valencia 
and Milan. In 1989 he founded the Estudio Valencia A6 for Product 
Design. In 1993 he moves to Milan and starts working with the Taipei 
Design Center, Studio Matsunaga and Ugolini Design. From 2000 
to 2005 he teaches at the IED - Istituto Europeo di Design in Milan. 
From 2003, he was Head of Product Design and Partner of Matteo 
Thun & Partners before partnering with Matteo Thun under the 
new industrial design firm MTD-R and the architecture, interior and 
industrial design studio MTD-R Shanghai in China.

The creative approach of Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez to 
product design is characterized by simplified forms and the use
of warm and natural materials. At the root of each project is an
in-depth study of materials, technologies, the market and the client 
with a view to combining a minimal aesthetic with direct functionality. 
Innovation of the design items created by Matteo Thun and Antonio 
Rodriguez often is related to the influence on gestures and the 
evolution of everyday life.

MATTEO THUN

ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ

MTD-R
MATTEO THUN AND 
ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ

MTD-R Milan
via Appiani, 9
20121 Milan
Italy

MTD-R China
5ºE, 349 Middle Jiangxi Road
Huangpu District
200020 Shanghai
P.R. of China

MATTEO THUN + ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ
COMPANY PROFILE


