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We have created GOCO Spa Venice.
The largest spa in Venice on the island
Isola delle Rose.
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a sense of place

Looking across to Venice, the 1sola delle Rose has a rich and complex history.
When Matteo Thun was asked to design the JW Marrlott Venice Resort + Spa
on the island, he knew respecting it was crucial. He talks to Magali Robathan




INTERVIEW: MATTEO THUN

Lo biggest challenge of this project was pees
sorving the cultural hetitage of the island™
auyx Marieo Tlon, the desiger and stchi-
tect behind tho JW Marriett Venloe Resort
¢ Spa, which opened moently on the Isols
challe Foss inland bn the Vetetla lageon
When he tock on the job, the Italian
deslgnet — who provided architecturns] snd
Intenicy design services fod the project - was
faced with a complex site fealuring a series of ruined
bulldings dating back to the 19308 on & man-mwade,
state-protected island
His brief was to creals a contemparary hxury resort
in keeping with his signarure stybe, while respocting the
herrage of the islond and s buildings.

"The design actoss the hoted esort 18 fecused on

Integrating contamporary elkmants within the existing
budlditgs, ratlwr than replscing then, in order to show-
e Thwedt tmlcpoe hlssory snd petsonslity,” says Thun
1sala delle Rose (also imown as Sacca Sessola) was
created in 1870 using =oil and sarth left over from the
construction of Venloe's Santa Marta coaumercial port
It has housed varous different buildings - in 1936 a
pulrocosry hospital was BUilt fof patients To ool sy
from Vensoe's msd aly, along with vanous pavilions, a
park and recreationsl facilites including o cidema. The
bospltal closed in the 19708 s the Buildings fall inte
disrepax. In 1882, the 1sland was given to the UNESCO
Intetnational Canver for Marine Sciances and Technology
by Venlce City Councyl; before baing scid to Marttott.
Tivan Isas wsed the fonmer pulimonary hospatal butkding to

ciweiToe the Teeina’s Loted, Wik featioms 250

S parary
suttes. It also has a lasge reoftop tertace, an autdoar pool,
foue pestayurante wivd five bats. The hoapital's forer gardans
T Evenin st o) Basatinw ans ollvw guove, Tegetabile
gardens usad for the rescet’s restaurants, and @ green balt
planted with tumnips which are used for =oil tagenetation

Thun restored the original bulldings and bullt new
structures within them without touching the old walls
sccording o the ‘bok 10w box” principle, This means tht
althongh the intersors are cantemparary, the bulldings s
looks historic fron: the outside. Locally made bricks, liles
Al glass lwuw Dot uand throughaut the reart

The spa bas a range of facilities mchiding an outdear
telmxation sees, fout outdoor cabaas for use in the sum-
mertime, & hammar, indoot and outdece heat and water
expenauces, a Finnish sauna and a salt bio sauna

MediSpa aultes, & cali and yogs and meditation
gardens complete the nux. The spa 15 operated by GOCO
Hospitadity, witls wet zote Bacilities by Bare ¢ Weay,
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To transform a state-protected island

into a luxury resort and park meant

looking for new solutions while

respecting nature and history

e

Ry

Guests arrive al the resort by boat
(above); The hotel and spa are housed
in historic buildings but feature
contemporary design Labove right); The
hotwl has been baill in an old pulmonary
hospital, which closed in the 70x (right)

ake on the JW Marriott

Why did you
Venice Resatt & Spa project?
This is the first resort/hotel project that we've
el for JW Marrios

When my office was approached by the
investors and the planhing committes we
wiare Inatantly inspired by the preject. T
design 2 project from masterplan to detail,
from macro o nicro, means you have to
take w hollstle wpprosch, this s one of
the strengths at cur office. To transform a
state-protected Maland Into s luxury msorn
and park meant looking for new solutlons
while respecting nature and history [t wax

w Dentseic elsallenge

ow did the location af the
twsarl influsnce ity dusign?
The resort 15 on ao island embedded 1o the
Vetetban laggoan. The project focizas oh the
landscape - water, slowness and silence. It's
ull about the spitit of the sits

Apart from the main hoted buthding, most of
the vanous pavilions throughout the island
wate Tatly ruined wrd vegetation bsd grown
wild. The pavillons have been preserved
nccording to the ‘box 1 a bex' principle:

The project focuses on the

landscape - water, slowness

and silence. It’s all about

the spirit of the site

building inside witkout touching the old

Wills 11 arder to protect the hlstorie clise-

acter as encouraged by the latest bentage
catssat vation guidallnes

s the b

naw of this
Preserving the cultural heritage of the
island. All mtarventions had 1o be coordi-
nated with the authorities; they had to meat
with their tequirements and had o respect
the protection of the Land's history. Evay
building on the island has been raworked
to enhance the architectursl hevitage of the
location while also hodding to the wban
environment of the island. For us, this was
an incredibly sxciting and interesting ob

What

y yurite part of the resorst
Viw'ta vty much Jookdig forward to seedig
all the greens grow i nicely 5o that the chel
can barvest the island's vegetable gardens »
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INTERVIEW: MATTEO THUN

The culdooe pool deck offers views
across 1o Venice (this picture); The

mexort has four restauranis (one below)
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Every architect should
think about how to

dismantle a building

while designing it

‘ny wos il important tc you to
Lrcwd materialy

The resort 15 bailt in line with the sparit of
the site = that's why we emphasised the
wrtinstnl skills snd herltage of the stes
Fakeios are from the Venetian manufacturer
Fubwlll, Bathyooin Attings from Zucchettd,
tables are madoe from the wood of the lagoon
mnd we worked with Mursno bassd glass-
mskoat cotpany Barovier + Theo to develop
customised, exclusive lighe installavons.

Yau b ald that you w

butina

i you do this?

Hathor then reproducing histore elemonts
we used the strength of Venetisn crafis-
annkldp wixd trlsed to Trunsfet this pertsaular
sensitivity into modern design. The result is
n disdogue betviman the histotic (a¢gades and
anm and delightful atmaosplere croated
by the interor design

the

It impe
your design is sustainab

tant to you that

W think thet every architect and desigust
should ain: for innovation, save resources and
enecgy, takn coet enginesring ssriously and
think about bow w0 dismactie a bullding or
luows ta dispose of an abject viiade designing it.
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Local wood has been used extensively throughout the resort

How o

the reac

1 to make people feel?
We wanted to qreate 2 CONTAMPOIATY, Lnique
plsce in an outstanding location whils pro-
tetting the histarle clmractss of thi lsland
and rs buildings. it’s all about hocury thaough
subtraction without cresting waste.

Have you achieved what yau set
out to achieve with this project?

Whea a project is flnishad 1 always see
details that could bave boen impeoved

What are you working on pext?

Waldhotal Healthy Living (below) is an
mnovative type of haspitality offering, with
weliness facilities for versatte medical care.

Upcoming Mattea Thun project, the Waldhotel Healthy Living in Switzeriand, will apen in 2017
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The bulding sits i1 an unspatled seming m
Biligetistock, Switzsaland, and steps gently
down the slope, expanding it a series of
tettaces and ‘gresn’ tools that will reguiate
Ther Buleiing s Tanapaaatiow

Again we used local stone and wood for
the Bagade's structure; this belps to soam-
Jessly Integrate the archizecture into the wild
surroundings. The water from Lake Luceme
ix used 1o cool the teolivicsd equipnsnt aixd
the room’s southern exposure ensutes a igh
level of enecgy efBicietncy

Haw wauld you sum up your

philosophy when it comes to ¢

We're always keen to create lconic objects
foa Joug lasting projects

What inspires you?

Travel inspires me, Often [ get inspirstion
Troms sl bnpressions - o swathe of land
musio playmg m an urban quarter - but it's
the purs besuty and power of psture that
anerglises mo the most

Can yau twll us something about

yourself that mot many people

I Jove old = very old = boteis

What has been the biggest

influsnce on your wark

| was raised in South Tyrol, Italy by a
creatve mothes, | think that the baauty of the
Dedammizes wned niy mothes’s ke ayw wotking
on hor ceramies meulded my @esthetes. I'm
very grateful for this »
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